32            CORRESPONDENCE OF        [1700

such an air, and before such examples. All I had in
answer from you, was nothing but a great deal of arguing,
and sometimes In a style so very imperious as I thought
might have been spared, when I reflected how much you
had been in the wrong. The other thing you would know
is, whether this change of style be owing to the thoughts of
a new mistress. I declare, upon the word of a Christian
and a gentleman, it is not; neither had I ever thoughts of
being married to any other person but yourself. I had ever
an opinion that you had a great sweetness of nature and
humour, and whatever appeared to the contrary, I looked
upon It only as a thing put on as necessary before a lover;
but I have since observed in abundance of your letters such
marks of a severe indifference, that I began to think It was
hardly possible for one of my few good qualities to please
you. I never knew any so hard to be worked upon, even
in matters where the interest and concern are entirely your
own; all which, I say, passed easily while we were In the
state of formalities and ceremony; but, since that, there is
no other way of accounting for this untractable behaviour
in you, but by imputing it to a want of common esteem
and friendship for me.

When I desired an account of your fortune, I had no
such design as you pretend to imagine. I have told you
many a time, that In England it was In the power of any
young fellow of common sense to get a larger fortune than
ever you pretended to. I asked, in order to consider
whether it were sufficient, with the help of my poor income,
to make one of your humour easy in a married state. I
think it comes to almost a hundred pounds a year;1 and I
think at the same time that no young woman in the world
of the same income would dwindle away her health and life
in such a sink, and among such family conversation:
neither have all your letters been once able to persuade
that you have the least value for me, because you so little
regarded what I so often said upon that matter. The
dismal account you say I have given you of my livings I
can assure you to be a true one;2 and, since it is a dismal

1  Her father mentions in his will that she was entitled to charges
on lands producing ^75 a year, as well as to household stuff and
pictures, and bequeathed her In addition ^400.

2  The value of the union of Laracor, In the county of Meath, to
which Swift was appointed on 16 February, 1699-1700, has been esti-bly Swift referred to the adjacent chapel of our Lady at
